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Former KXII reporter releases novel
Web posted December 7, 2007

BRUSH PRAIRIE, Wash. Former Ardmore resident and KXII reporter Shannon Capps hopes his
debut novel, "Salmon Run," which partially takes place in Oklahoma, is a hit with Sooner state 
readers, and he's willing to go the extra mile to make sure they enjoy it. 

"Salmon Run," published by Inkwater Press, is the story of a man hunted. 
With the law, a bloodthirsty ex-wife and a hired killer on his heels, 
Oklahoma native Woodrow Salmon, a desperate corporate executive turned fugitive, embarks on 
a strange and harrowing journey, one that will lead him through the minefields of his past and 
change his life forever. 

"It's a classic 'road trip' novel with a modern edge," said Capps, who lived in Ardmore in the 
late-1980s and still has several friends in the area. "The novel is about going home, in this case 
to Oklahoma. It's about a character who's made a complete mess of his life and desperately wants 
a second chance, even more importantly, what he does with that chance." 

With "Salmon Run," a 350-page novel released recently, Capps has also done something few 
authors are willing to do. He's made himself available via e-mail and phone calls to book clubs 
that decide to read his novel. 

"As a reader, I've often wished the writer was around to answer a few questions when I finished 
his/her book," Capps said. "When I became an author, I thought it'd be nice if I could do just that 
for my readers." 

Capps, 43, lived in Ardmore from 1987 to 1988. While in Ardmore, he worked as a news reporter 
and bureau chief for KXII-TV Channel 12, the local CBS affiliate, and was nominated for an 
Oklahoma Broadcasters Award. A Magna Cum Laude graduate of the University of Southern 
California with a bachelor of arts degree in journalism, Capps went on to open his own 
audio/visual rental equipment company in Cypress, Calif. In 1999, he sold his business and 
moved to Brush Prairie, Wash., to pursue a full-time writing career. Since then, he has penned 
two novels under the name S.W. Capps' "Salmon Run" is the first to be published. 

"It's a wonderful read," Nel Rand, another Northwest author (Mississippi Flyway) said. "His 
powerful prose flows like spring runoff from a rushing river." Bill Johnson, another writer (A Story 
is a Promise) describes "Salmon Run" as a "compelling, gritty novel." High praise for the first-time 
novelist. 

In addition to writing, Capps also devotes a great deal of time to baseball, coaching several youth 
teams in southern Washington and playing on two World Champion adult teams. 

"Baseball is a big part of our lives," said Capps, who is married with a 13-year-old son and 
10-year-old daughter. "But writing is my first love. When I was 9, I opened my favorite all-time 
birthday gift an old Underwood typewriter. From that day forward, I was hooked. I've probably
typed a thousand stories on it. And having this novel published, for me, is as big as playing in 
the major leagues would've been." 

Although his career has taken him across the country, Capps has never forgotten his Oklahoma 
roots. In fact, he plans on making Ardmore a stop on his 2008 book tour. 

"Before I moved to Ardmore, I used to vacation in Oklahoma every year," Capps said. "This is 
where I came of age, where I got a lot of my values. The memories and friendships I built here 
will last a lifetime. And no matter where my travels take me in life, I'll always hold Ardmore close 
to my heart." 

"Salmon Run" is available in hardback and paperback at selected bookstores and on-line at 
Amazon.com, BarnesandNoble.com, Borders.com and InkwaterBooks.com.

For an excerpt of the book, a calendar of events or more ordering information, readers are 
encouraged to visit Capps' Web site at www.swcapps.com.

"It's a classic 'road trip' novel with a 
modern edge." Author S.W. Capps
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